
September Newsletter 2020 

24th September, 2020. 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s), 

Welcome: 

On behalf of all school staff, I wish to welcome all pupils back to school for the school 

year 2020/2021. A special welcome to our new Junior Infants and new entrants to 

other classes. We wish you many happy days in Coosan National School. 

Retirement: 

Mrs Brophy has decided to retire from our school. We are very sad to lose Mrs. 

Brophy. Marian was an integral part of our school. Marian taught in our school for the 

last 37 years and was loved and appreciated by students, staff and parents. We wish 

Marian many years of health and happiness in her retirement and thank her most 

sincerely for her kindness and dedication to our school community over the last 37 

years. 

Appointments: 

 We have one new permanent appointment in our school. Ms. A.Kelly has joined 

our permanent staff and will teach 5th class this year. 

 Ms. Reddingtom replaces Ms. Walshe in our Special Education Unit who is on 

maternity leave. 

 Ms. Kelly is replacing Ms Beirne and has joined the Special Education Team. 

 Ms. Cleary is replacing Ms Nolan who is on parental leave. 

Appreciation: 

I wish to thank you for having the children so well prepared for school and for the 

effort you have put into buying books, getting uniforms ready, labelling items, ensuring 

children have healthy lunches, tying back hair, getting children to school on time etc. 

Covid-19: 

As a result of Covid-19 there have been significant changes to the way our school now 

functions. 

 There is now supervision of pupils in the morning from 9.10am to 9.20am. It is 

great to see so many parents/guardians ‘drop and go’ at this time. I would 

encourage all parents/guardians to ‘drop and go’ in the morning. 

 We now have staggered break times throughout the school day. Each standard 

now has an entire yard to themselves resulting in each class within the standard 

having half a yard to themselves. 



 Each class (bubble) is now made up of pods (groups). The pods are not allowed to 

mix together in class, except on yard at break time. 

 The staff are divided into pods and do not mix outside this pod when in the 

staffroom. As our staffroom is not large enough to facilitate the staff pods, 

some staff members have their breaks in the GP Hall. 

 Children wash their hands and sanitise their hands regularly throughout the day. 

 There are hand sanitising stations in every classroom and at all exit doors in the 

school. 

 Children are dispersed in a staggered manner from 2.50pm – 3.10pm to minimise 

the number of parents/guardians on site at the same time. 

 Staff wear face masks/face guards at all times except when within their 2 

metre exclusion zone within their classrooms. 

 These and other measures are in place to safeguard the children, staff and 

parents/guardians in our school community. 

 Thanks for your help, goodwill and understanding as we do our best to keep the 

Corona virus at bay. 

Records: 

It is most important that addresses/emails and phone numbers of all our students are 

up to date. If your address/phone number/email has changed, please inform Pauline, our 

secretary, as they are required for correspondence purposes. 

Google Classroom: 

We will communicate with families through Google Classroom should our school be 

forced to close again due to the pandemic. However not all parents/students have 

logged onto Google Classrooms as yet. It is important that every student/parent has 

logged on as teaching and learning will take place using this platform. It is also being 

used by teachers at present to communicate important information to 

parents/guardians. 

Clothes Labels: 

 Please label all items of clothing to ensure that items that go missing are returned to 

their rightful owners. 

Traffic Safety:  

The drop off and collection times are working very well since our return to school on 1st 

September. However, I appeal to all drivers to be watchful and respectful of pupils 

using the pedestrian crossings. Please continue to give them right of way. Thanking you 

in advance of your co-operation. 

A number of pupils are presently cycling to school. It has come to my attention that a 

small number of pupils that cycle to school are taking unnecessary risks. Last week I 



was informed of one or two ‘near misses’ involving pupils from our school when cycling 

home from school. Please advise your child not to be taking unnecessary risks when 

cycling to and from school.  

Drop and Go at 9.20am 

Thank you for adhering to our ‘Drop and Go’ regime in the mornings. This is to reduce 

contact between parents/guardians. There are still a small number of 

parents/guardians waiting at the Senior Infant/First/Second class yard until children 

enter. 

There are staff on the yard from 9.10 am every morning to allow parents/guardians to 

leave promptly after dropping their children to the yard. We would appreciate full co-

operation here to keep everyone as safe as possible. 

A reminder to all adults to wear face masks at all times when inside our school gate. 

Homework Club: 

There will be no homework club this term. 

Christmas Cards: 

We will participate in this project again this year. Templates for your child/children(s) 

Christmas cards will issue in early/mid-October.  

Questions from Parents/Guardians: 

The parent representative on our Board of Management requested on behalf of the 

parents/guardians that we have a Questions and Answers sections relating to Covid 19. 

The following questions were submitted to me this month: 

1. If a child has a cough/sneeze what is the policy/procedure in relation 

to the rest of the family? Do all children remain at home if one child is 

sick?  

Answer: If the child has a runny nose or other minor symptoms, no 

fever and a temperature no greater than 38 degrees Celsius please 

keep home from school for 48 hours. There is no restriction for other 

household members. 

Please refer to information in document on our website ‘Isolation Quick 

Guide’ 

2. Does the school contact the parents in the case of a positive Covid-19 

case in their child’s class?  



Answer: No. Public Health HSE will lead and manage this process. 

3. Do children bring their own hand sanitiser?  

Answer: Only if they wish. There is hand sanitiser available in all 

classrooms. 

4. Why are children’s leaving times staggered but not their arrival times? 

Answer: Arrival times are staggered in that the Junior Infants arrive 

at 9.30 am. We stagger at leaving time as this eliminates six standards 

of parents/guardians arriving to the school at the same time i.e. 

3.00pm. In the morning, this is not an issue as a large proportion of 

parents/guardians drop and go between 9.10am and 9.30 am.   

5. How will continued education and learning be supported in the event of 

a child having to be isolated due to coivd-19. Will the child/children in 

isolation have continued opportunities to learn?  

Answer: In this event, teaching and learning will continue remotely 

through Google Classroom if the student in question has logged on and 

linked up to Google Classroom. 

6. If the school must close due to a Covid-19 outbreak is there a plan to 

support interactive teaching and learning?  

Answer:  Yes. Google Classroom will be the platform used but it is 

important that every child has linked up to this platform from home. 

7. Are the classes from second class down allowed to play with the other 

class? 

Answer: No. Each class has half a yard to play on in the interest of 

health and safety and not to mix bubbles. 

8. Will the children be allowed to access the school at 9:10 on wet 

mornings?  

Answer: Yes, on extremely wet mornings, as happened Wednesday 2nd 

September. A text will be sent on such mornings before 9.10am. 

9. Should parents wear masks in the yard when collecting Junior Infants?  



Answer: Yes. All parents/guardians entering the school site should wear 

masks at all times. 

 

 

 


