
Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s) of Coosan National School,                            27/3/2020 

 

We hope that you and your family, friends and neighbours are keeping well and safe. 
 

With the recent update that schools are to remain closed until the 20th of April, here 

is an update on the steps that we have, still are and hope to take, to ensure the 

continued health and safety of our community and the arrangements for 

the safe delivery of education to our students.  

 
 

A statement from Pearce O’Caoimh (Secretary General of the Department of Education 

and Skills)) was emailed to the school at 1:11pm on March 12th. Schools were asked to 

“plan lessons and, where possible, provide on-line resources for students where schools 

are equipped to do so’’.  

 
 

Given that schools had little or no notice or preparation time for this 

closure, one unfortunate consequence was that children/teachers had no time to 

distribute books to take home with them on the afternoon of March 12th.  This measure 

was to be in place until March 29th, when schools were originally to re-open.  
 

Having received direction that we were to close the schools and plan accordingly, the 

In-School Management (ISM) Team convened an emergency meeting at 1:30pm (on 

March 12th) and systems were put in place, immediately, to co-ordinate  

(i) the organisation of planning work  

(ii) supervision of students while this planning was taking place and  

(iii) to organise for children to leave at 2pm and 3pm, without any anxiety or stress 

caused to them.  

 
 

The directive from the Department of Education and Science was that schools were to 

remain closed to parents/guardians and students, in order to help prevent the spread 

of this virus. Staff of the school were to continue to have access to the school for 

planning and preparation of work etc. Having sought advice from the Catholic Primary 

Schools Management Association (CPMSA), the Irish Primary Principals Network (IPPN) 

and the HSE, all of them advised that the schools would remain closed for the present.  
 

A letter from Damien White, IPPN President, was sent by email at 4:09pm on March 

24th.  In this letter it suggested that books could be collected outside the school by 

parents/guardians, once staff had put them in labelled plastic bags and left them 

outside the school at an arranged time for collection.  This was a possibility we were 

happy to go with, but, shortly afterwards, there was a press release by Leo Varadkar, 

stipulating new and stricter guidelines (no groups of more than 4 people).  

Another meeting of the In-School Management Team was called, resulting in all 

members of staff being consulted, so that their views and concerns were taken into 

consideration when making the decision, per recent guidelines.  



 
 

I consulted the HSE and the Department of Education once again.  The Department of 

Education stated that the school should support the children in accessing their 

books, once the school could adhere to the most recent guidelines in the recent press 

release.  
 

It was agreed, at our ISM team meeting, that the school could not guarantee that the 

guidelines were strictly adhered to, as we have over 400 pupils and have a staff of over 

30. It was therefore decided, by the In-School Management Team, in conjunction with 

our Chairperson and Principal, that we would postpone the collection of books from the 

school until such time as the HSE guidelines could be rigorously adhered to 

and that the safety of the Coosan Community (parents/guardians, students, staff and 

the wider community) would be guaranteed.  

 
 

The teaching staff of Coosan National School have been in communication daily and are 

actively involved in putting arrangements in place to ensure continued provision 

of education to our students in these extraordinary times.  
 

A suggested plan of work was on our website as early as March 12th and an updated plan 

(to cover the period from March 30th to April 3rd) is being drafted at present.  

 

A system is being put in place to assist with communication between teacher and pupils.  

 
 

Children will have their fortnight’s holiday at Easter. A fortnightly plan of work for 

each class level will be uploaded on our website after Easter. Parents/Guardians and 

students are not under any obligation to complete this work, as we are aware that 

these times are stressful and overwhelming for many households.  

 
 

We in Coosan National School are working hard to ensure students in our school are 

receiving as much support as possible. At all times, we will continue to put the 

health, safety and well-being of our students and the community to the fore.  
 

For the time being, all the books are on-line and directions on how to access them are 

on our website.  Should circumstances and directions change, and assuming it would be 

safe to do so, arrangements would be put in place to allow children receive their books 

(should parents/guardians wish to collect them).  

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter, which I hope provides clarification.  

Please take care and keep safe.  

Regards,  

Lorraine Harney.  

(Acting Principal)  


