27th August 2021
Dear Parent(s) / Guardian(s),
I hope you and your families had an enjoyable and restful Summer. As COVID-19 is still rampant in
our community I ask you to bear the following in mind when we return to school next week.
RE: Drop-off and Collection Routines
The BoM and the School Leadership Team have been working very hard over the last few weeks to
ensure a safe return to school for all pupils and staff next week. We have now finalised our plans for
drop-off and collection of the children every day.
Coosan National School appreciates your support as we try to safely reopen the school building. We
would appreciate if all parents/guardians would leave the school grounds as soon as your child(ren)
is/are standing safely in his/her line and, also, as soon as they have been collected after the school
day. Working together we hope to be able to progress the reopening in as safe a manner as possible
for all.
I ask all parents to familiarise themselves with the following drop-off and collection routines for the
safe delivery and collection of pupils from school. Please be patient as we endeavour to embed
these necessary precautionary and protective practices at the beginning of this school year.
It is imperative that
● adults do not come within 2m of each other
●

adults wear face coverings at all times when on school property

●

parents do not try to have meetings with members of staff in the playground at drop-off and
collection times – meetings between parents and teachers can only take place by prior
arrangement. Meetings will take place remotely or by phone.

●

all parents adhere to the drop-off and collection plans as outlined below

The following videos were provided by the Department of Education for parents/guardians and
students:
1. Video advice for parents and students at different levels
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/a04fc-advice-for-students-and-their-families/#returning-t
o-school
2. Multilingual advice for parents
Resources and materials for parents/guardians and for students on returning to school
(multi-lingual)

3.Communications to Parents regarding School Transport – SEN and Primary
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/64a88-school-transport/
4.Guidance and resources to support the wellbeing of school communities this school year
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/af24b-wellbeing-guidance-documents-for-parents-students-and-s
chools/

Reception of pupils at 9.20am:
As part of our COVID-19 Response Plan there will be five teachers and ten SNAs on duty on the
school grounds from 9.10a.m. each morning to help parent(s)/guardian(s) drop off their children
safely to school. I encourage children & parent(s)/guardian(s) to
●
●
●
●

Walk to school from the Church
Walk to school from home if possible
Cycle to school
Drop and go if driving to school.

Children will be allocated to certain yards under the direction of school staff from 9.10a.m. onwards.
All yards will be supervised from 9.10a.m. Senior Infants – 2nd class will go to the same yard as last
year i.e. the yard adjacent to the playing pitch. Yards will be marked accordingly. 3rd – 6th classes will
go to separate yards at the rear of the school i.e. one yard per standard which will be supervised.
There will be a cohort of school staff at the front of the school each morning who will direct your
children to the appropriate yard where they will line up to enter the school at 9.20a.m. In-coming
Junior Infants will come to school at 9.45 a.m. each morning and go home at 12 noon from
Wednesday, 1st September until Friday, 18th September. From Monday, 20th September onwards, the
Junior Infant classes will come to school at 9.30am and go home at 2.10 pm. Please see attachment
for entrance to school in the morning.
Due to the high incidences of COVID-19 at present, could parent(s)/guardian(s) be mindful not to
drop off their children before 9.10 a.m. as there are no play facilities prior to opening time. Please do
not bring footballs to school. Children will be asked to line up in their line as they arrive.

Yard Times & Supervision:
We will have split yards at break time i.e. 3rd – 6th classes will have their breaks from 10.45am –
10.55am and 12.25pm – 12.55pm. Junior Infants – 2nd class will have their breaks from 11.00am –
11.10am and 1.00pm – 1.30pm each day. Each class will play with their own class only. There will be
no mixing of classes in the yard. This will be achieved by allowing each class to have half a yard each
to play on. Yards will be lined to facilitate this arrangement.
Class Bubbles & Pods:
Bubbles is a term used to describe a class and pods is a term to describe a group within the class
(bubble). From Junior Infants – 2nd the classes can operate as normal within the class setting. From
3rd – 6th class pods (groups) have to be created. All our classes are laid out in pods and the pods will
not interact with each other within the classroom. The pods themselves are socially distanced within
the classroom. There will be no crossing over of equipment etc. from one pod to another within the
classroom.
Isolation Room: Should a child have symptoms of a COVID nature he/she will be brought to an
isolation room. The child will be isolated from their class (bubble) and will be accompanied by a
member of staff at all times until the child’s parent/guardian has been contacted. The accompanying
member of staff will be suitably attired in PPE equipment to guarantee their safety. Once the child
has been brought home the isolation room will be sanitised in readiness for the next potential case.
Dispersal of pupils at home time:
We will stagger home time in an effort to disperse the pupils as safely as possible.
●

Junior Infants will go home at 12 noon until Friday 17th September. From Monday, 20th
September our Junior Infants will go home at 2.10 pm
● Senior Infants will go home at 2.00 pm.
● First to Sixth classes will go home at 3.00 pm.
Please see exit doors for each class in the diagram below.
All standards will exit through separate exterior doors. Please leave the school promptly once you
have collected your child/children.

PPE / Sanitising / Hand washing & Signage:
Hand washing is an integral part of keeping the Coronavirus at bay. Children will be instructed and
encouraged to wash their hands regularly throughout the day. They will always wash their hands
coming in from the yard and coming back from out of class activities such as P.E. etc. There will be
hand sanitiser stations in each classroom. Teachers will have anti-bacterial sprays, wipes and tissues
in their classrooms. Every effort will be made to have the classrooms as clean as possible.
Comprehensive COVID-19 signage will be displayed throughout the building highlighting hand
hygiene, social distancing and good COVID-19 etiquette. These will be child friendly and child
centred.
Essential Visitors:
There will be no visitors allowed to visit the school in an effort to keep the virus at bay.
Parent(s)/guardian(s) will have to meet/communicate remotely with teachers.
Coaches:
GAA & Basketball coaching will take place during the 1st term. These coaching sessions will take
place outside only. This will be reviewed on an ongoing basis.
Going Forward:
In the event of a further lockdown the platform the school will use for remote learning will be Google
Classroom. The entire staff have received training in using this platform.
Reminder:
If you have travelled outside of Ireland please consult and follow the latest government advice in
relation to foreign travel.

We look forward to seeing all our pupils in September. Together we can make our school a safe and
secure environment as we start the 2021/2022 academic school year.
Yours sincerely,

Mr. Tom Flahive
Principal.

